German-Jordanian Programme - Management of Water Resources

Water User Associations (WUA
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Vision
ustainable management of irrigation water resources in the Jordan Valley.

oal

armers in the Jordan Valley (JV) organize themselves into Water User Associations
WUA) and into a federation in order to represent their interests infront of the
overnment and other institutions. Farmers take over the tasks of retail water
Istribution management according to a specific bylaw.
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WUA Development Phases

g WYY '\ Establish:

2001 - 2003 2003 - 2006

3. Task
Transfer

Prepare a bylaw for the WUA
Develop an institutional framework
for WUA and a WUA federation
Extend the Task Transfer areas
Establish new WUA

2006 - 2009

As per April 2010, 22 WUA in the Jordan Valley have been established, which

cover almost 80% of the irrigated area in the JV. This has led to:

o A more efficient and decentralized irrigation water distribution.
e A more stabilized network water pressure and water structure.

o A decreased percentage in penalties related to illegal water use
and In maintenance cases.

e An increased trust and cooperation between JVA and farmers.
e The transfer of water distribution tasks from JVA to 11 WUA.
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The Programme is implemented by the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).
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